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SUB J : KAUNDA CONVENES BUSINESSMEN'S "COUNCIL" 

1 . PRESIDENT KAUNDA INVITED A CROSS SECTION OF THE 
ZAMBIAN PRIVATE BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO A THREE HOUR 
MEETING AND LUNCHEON ON APRIL 6. INCLUDED WERE 
MOBIL OIL, AMAX, STANDARD BANK, CHIBOTE INVESTMENTS 
AND SEVERAL OTHERS BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVES. THE 
GRZ PARTICIPANTS INCLUDED THE PRESIDENT, THE MINISTERS 
OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, THE GOVERNOR OF THE BANK 
OF ZAMBIA, THE ECONOMIC ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT 
AND HIS INFLUENTIAL "PRESS ADVISOR". NONE OF THE 
PRIVATE PARTICIPANTS WERE AWARE BEFOREHAND OF THE 
PURPOSE OF THE MEETING. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE MOBIL OIL REPRESENTATIVE, THE 
MEETING WAS A FRANK AND OPEN DISCUSSION OF THE 
ECONOMIC SITUATION IN ZAMBIA, THE ROLE AND PROBLEMS 
OF PRIVATE BUSINESS IN ZAMBIA AND GOVERNMENT'S 
THINKING ABOUT WHERE TO GO FROM HERE. THE GROUP 
WAS ASKED TO PREPARE A SERIES OF REPORTS ON TOPICS 
DISCUSSED AND ON SEVERAL WHICH WERE BROUGHT UP BUT 
NOT DISCUSSED IN DETAIL. THE PRESIDENT WAS 
DESCRIBED AS HAVING "LISTENED CAREFULLY" TO EVERYTHING 
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BEING SAID AND HE SUGGESTED THE GROUP MEET AGAIN 
IN SEVERAL MONTHS. IT SEEMED TO MOST, THAT THE 
PRESIDENT WAS IN EFFECT ESTABLISHING AN AD HOC 
COUNCIL OF BUSINESS ADVISORS. 

3. NOTICABLY ABSENT FROM THE MEETING WERE ANY 
MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PARTY. 
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THOSE PRESENT ON THE GRZ SIDE ARE KNOWN TO BE IN 
FAVOR OR GREATER PRIVATE PARTICIPATION IN ZAMBIA'S 
ECONOMY, WHILE THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE SEEMS MORE INTERESTED IN IDEOLOGY THAN 
PRAGMATISM. IF, AS THE EMBASSY BELIEVES, THERE IS 
A GROWING CONFLICT BETWEEN THE PARTY LEADER- 
SHIP AND GOVERNMENT ON THE ISSUE OF PRIVATE PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THE ECONOMY, THE GOVERNMENT SIDE SEEMS TO HAVE 
TAKEN A STEP FORWARD BY ARRANGING THIS MEETING OF 
BUSINESS LEADERS WITH THE PRESIDENT. IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF MADE THE DECISION TO 
CALL THE MEETING WHICH WOULD INDICATE HIS LEANING TOWARDS 
A GREATER ROLE FOR PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. 

CLINGERMAN 
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